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Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation Shri Amit Shah replies to the
discussion on the Disaster Management

(Amendment) Bill, 2024 in the Rajya
Sabha, Upper house passes the bill

Under Modi ji's leadership, India became a global
leader in disaster management

Modi government is managing disasters by adopting
a proactive approach instead of a reactive one and
by aiming for zero casualties instead of minimising

casualties

Compared to the previous regime, Modi government
has given more than three times the money to the

states from the central fund

In the previous regime, funds were given to the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation from PMNRF

This bill will further increase the capacity, intensity,
efficiency and accuracy in disaster response

Earlier, thousands of people used to die in cyclones,



but Modi government is moving towards zero
casualty

The aim of this bill is to increase transparency,
accountability, efficiency and cooperation in disaster

management

India's disaster management prowess has been
established globally through CDRI

To deal with the changing size and scale of
disasters, we will have to change the methods,

systems and make institutions accountable as well
as give them powers

India has had the most successful management of
the COVID-19 pandemic in the entire world

Earlier, it used to take two generations for getting
vaccines, but under the Modi government, India has

made the COVID vaccine and also delivered it to
every citizen

The Modi government has given more money than
the prescribed amount to the states for disaster

managementna

Posted On: 25 MAR 2025 9:24PM by PIB Delhi

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah today replied to the
discussion in the Rajya Sabha on the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024.
 After the discussion, with the passage of the bill from the upper house the amendment
bill was passed by the Parliament.



Speaking in the upper house during the discussion, Union Home Minister and Minister
of Cooperation said that through this amendment bill, the Narendra Modi government
intends to connect Centre, State governments, Panchayat and all our citizens with the
cause of disaster management and there is no question of centralization of power. He
said that this disaster management amendment bill is an attempt to take the fight
against disasters from a reactive approach to a proactive one and also beyond to an
innovative and a participatory approach.

Shri Amit Shah said that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji presented a ten-point
agenda to the world for disaster risk reduction which has been accepted by more than
40 countries of the world. He said that this bill envisages participation not only from
state governments and local units but also from the society. He said that the
amendment bill keeps scope of minute planning at local levels too along with the
national level and gives clarity on the powers and duties of institutions involved. Shri
Shah said that the fight against disasters cannot be accomplished without enabling the
institutions and making them better and more accountable, and both of these things
have been taken care of in the bill. He said that disasters are directly related to climate
change and to mitigate them, we should take steps against global warming. He said
that India has been moving in this direction for thousands of years and the Modi
government is working to take this tradition forward.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that the Disaster Management
Act was brought for the first time in the year 2005 and under this NDMA (National
Disaster Management Authority), SDMA (State Disaster Management Authority) and
DDMA (District Disaster Management Authority) were formed. He said that in this
bill, the biggest responsibility in the aftermath of disasters have been given to DDMAs
which is under the state government, thus there is no question of any damage to our
federal system. He said that for financial assistance, National Disaster Response Fund
and National Disaster Mitigation Fund were created. Shri Amit Shah said that the
Finance Commission has made a scientific arrangement for disaster relief and the
Modi government has not given a single penny less than the prescribed amount to any
state, rather it has given more.

He said that due to global disasters like Covid-19, increasing urbanization, irregular
rain-related disasters and climate change, both the size and scale of disasters have
changed. Shri Shah said that to deal with the changing size and scale of disasters, we
will have to change the methods and systems and also make the institutions
accountable and give them powers. He said that with this objective, this bill has been
brought for an effective and comprehensive solution to the disaster management



problem. He said that suggestions have been incorporated from stakeholders,
ministries and departments of the Central Government, all state governments, Union
Territories, international organizations and national and international non-
governmental organizations and this bill has been prepared comprehensively by
accepting 89 percent of their suggestions.

Union Home Minister said that through this bill, Modi government wants to move
from reactive response to proactive risk reduction, from manual monitoring to AI-
based real-time monitoring, from radio warnings to social media, apps and mobile
warnings, and from government-led response to a multi-dimensional response
involving society and citizens. He said that this entire bill has been made to
incorporate capacity, intensity, efficiency and accuracy in disaster response. Shri Shah
said that in the last 10 years, there has been a change in disaster management in our
country due to which we have emerged as a regional and global power recognized by
the world. He said that this bill is necessary to maintain this success story of India for
a longer time in future.

Shri Amit Shah said that this Bill will make both NDMA and SDMA effective, disaster
database will be created at national and state level. It envisages creation of Urban
Disaster Management Authority which will be completely under the state
governments. Apart from this, this Bill will also give statutory power to NDMA and
SDMA in creating a blueprint for 100% implementation of the recommendations of
the 15th Finance Commission. He said that transparency, trust, credibility and
accountability have been given place in it. Shri Shah also said that well-defined roles
have been fixed in it and moral responsibilities have also been given place. The Home
Minister said that we have also fixed responsibility for the best use of resources. He
said that through this Bill, an attempt has been made to fight against disaster with
synergy, between preparation, good management and coordination. Many reforms
have been made on these four pillars and not a single one of these reforms is for
centralization of power.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that in the last ten years, on
one hand, Prime Minister Modi Ji has done many things for environmental protection
and on the other hand, he has also taken disaster management a long way forward. He
said that on one hand Modi Ji talked about Mission Life in front of the world and on
the other hand he also announced a ten-point disaster risk reduction agenda. He said
that on one hand, a definite concrete program was given to become a pro-planet people
and on the other hand, the Coalition for Disaster Resilience Infrastructure (CDRI) was
presented to the world, which has 43 countries as members. Shri Shah said that Modi



Ji started the International Solar Alliance and Global Biofuel Alliance and also formed
a task force on Disaster Risk Reduction by hosting the G20 conference in India. He
said that on both these fronts, Prime Minister Modi and the government led by him
have worked in a meticulous manner with great foresight. The Home Minister said that
on the one hand efforts should be made to prevent disasters by protecting the
environment and on the other hand, in case of a disaster, Modi ji has made complete
arrangements to fight the disaster in a scientific manner from villages to Delhi.

Shri Amit Shah said that the devastating earthquake in Bhuj, Gujarat in 2001 shook not
only Gujarat but the entire country and the world. He said that at that time Shri
Narendra Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat and he had established the Climate
Change Department for the first time in India. He said that at that time Modi ji created
the Climate Change Fund in Gujarat and in 2003 brought the State Disaster
Management Act in Gujarat. Shri Shah said that in 2013, the country's first city level
action plan for heat wave was made in Ahmedabad and Modi ji also worked on
making a detailed plan for reconstruction, community preparedness and rehabilitation
after the earthquake.

Union Home Minister said that after Shri Narendra Modi became the Prime Minister
in 2014, a holistic and integrated approach was introduced in the country instead of a
relief-centric approach. He said that a proactive approach was adopted instead of a
reactive one and disaster management was done by keeping the target of zero casualty
instead of the usual target of minimum casualty of the previous regime. He said that
today governments are not only focus on relief and rescue after a disaster but also
make many preparations to tackle them. Shri Shah said that the Modi government has
done a very good job in early warning system, prevention to the extent possible,
mitigation, timely preparedness and disaster risk reduction. He said that when the
Odisha Super Cyclone hit in 1999, 10 thousand people died, but when Cyclone Fani
hit in 2019, only one person died, this was the result of our changed approach. He said
that when Cyclone Biparjoy hit Gujarat in 2023, not a single person or animal died and
we achieved the target of zero casualties in 2023. He said that there has been a 98
percent reduction in loss of life and property due to cyclones and we have also
succeeded in reducing heat-related mortality significantly.

Shri Amit Shah said that the budget of SDRF was Rs 38 thousand crores during the
year 2004 to 2014, which was increased to Rs 1 lakh 24 thousand crores by the Modi
government during 2014 to 2024. Rs 28 thousand crores were given to NDRF during
2004 to 2014, while Rs 80 thousand crores were given during 2014 to 2024. Shri Shah
said that the government has increased the total amount from Rs 66 thousand crores to



more than Rs 2 lakh crores. He said that the Modi government has given more than
three times the money to the states from the central funds. Shri Shah said that apart
from this, a National Disaster Response Reserve of 250 crores was created, the first
National Disaster Management Plan was released in 2016 which is completely in line
with the Sendai framework, the Subhash Chandra Bose Disaster Management Award
was established in 2018-19 and the first phase of National Cyclone Risk Mitigation
was done in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh in 2018. He said that in 2020-21, the Home
Ministry decided that the Inter-Ministerial Consultative Team (IMCT) will first go and
do an immediate review and the Modi government made a provision to provide
immediate assistance by sending 97 IMCTs within 10 days in 5 years.

Union Home Minister said that currently 16 battalions of NDRF are operational and
seeing the NDRF personnel, people feel assured that they are safe now. He said that
apart from this, programs have also been made for landslide risk management, glacial
lake outburst flood (GLOF) and civil security and training capacity building.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), in the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, conducted
'Operation Maitri' during the earthquake in Nepal in 2015, 'Operation Samudra Maitri'
in Indonesia in 2018, 'Operation Dost' in Turkey and Syria in 2023, 'Operation Karuna'
in Myanmar and 'Operation Sadbhav' in Vietnam, due to which the governments and
people of these countries praised NDRF and Modi ji. He said that NDRF has worked
to get our disaster management system firmed up at a national level.

Shri Amit Shah said that the Government of India has signed agreements with Japan,
Tajikistan, Mongolia, Bangladesh, Italy, Turkmenistan, Maldives and Uzbekistan to
strengthen disaster management and disaster risk reduction. The geographical
conditions of these countries make them prone to similar disasters which are possible
in India. He said that we have tried to ensure that these countries benefit from our best
practices and we benefit from their best practices. Apart from the MoUs, international
seminars were also held in the years 2015, 2016, 2019, 2020, 2023, in which disaster
management experts from member countries of organizations like SAARC, BRICS,
SCO also participated.

Union Home Minister said that the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI) is an example of India's global leadership in the field of disaster management.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi put forward this idea in the UN Climate Summit
held in New York on 23 September 2019 and it was established in India itself. He said



that so far 42 countries and 7 international organizations have become members of
CDRI and through CDRI, work has been done to establish India's leadership in this
field at the global level.

Shri Amit Shah said that through the 'Aapada Mitra' scheme, a force of one lakh
community volunteers has been created in 350 disaster prone districts at a cost of Rs
370 crore and the volunteers have been registered on the India Disaster Resource
Network portal. The District Collectors have their complete details. When a disaster
strikes, these volunteers reach for the help on their own. The Home Minister said that
20 percent of the one lakh 'Aapada Mitra' volunteers are women. Our women power is
working shoulder to shoulder in the work of disaster management. He said that as a
result of the 'Aapada Mitra' scheme, 78 thousand people were rescued from disasters
and taken to safe places and 129 lives were saved by providing them timely treatment
at the hospitals.

Union Home Minister said that the 'Aapada Mitra' scheme is being expanded. To
involve the youth, more than 1300 trained 'Aapada Mitras' have been employed as
master trainers with a budget of Rs 470 crore. In this, NCC, NSS, Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan and Bharat Scouts and Guides will train two lakh 37 thousand 'Aapada
Mitras', which will increase the total number of community volunteers to three lakh 37
thousand.

Shri Amit Shah said that we have created many apps for weather related information.
These include 'Mausam', 'Meghdoot', 'Flood Watch', 'Damini', 'Pocket Bhuvan',
'Sachet', 'Van Agni' and 'Samudra'. Also, a nodal agency has been created for the study
of landslides. India Quake app has been created for automated broadcasting of
earthquake parameters. He said that due to the efforts of Modi ji, today all these apps
have reached almost every citizen of the country. This has benefited farmers,
fishermen, people living on the seashore and people living in landslide prone areas on
time.

Union Home Minister said that the entire world has accepted that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is leading the world in the field of environment, therefore the United
Nations has honoured him with the award of Champions of the Earth. Modi ji has
almost completed the task of making India free from single-use plastic. Many
countries have joined the International Solar Alliance (ISA) formed on his initiative.
Modi ji has worked to popularise the 'One Sun, One Earth, One Grid' project
worldwide. The construction of Inter-Regional Energy Grid has begun for sharing



solar energy across the world. Crores of people have planted trees with devotion in
reverence of Mother Earth and their own mothers through the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam'
campaign.

Shri Amit Shah said that India has set the target of Net Zero Carbon Emission by the
year 2070. He said that we have already achieved the targets of International Solar
Alliance, Global Bio-fuel Alliance and 20 percent Ethanol Blending by the year 2025.
Today all our vehicles have 20 percent eco-friendly fuel. Shri Shah said that by
providing 10 crore gas connections under the Ujjwala Yojana, we have stopped the
smoke of cow dung cakes and coal. We have increased the Swachhata Abhiyan from
39 percent to 100 percent sanitation coverage. Along with this, the Green Hydrogen
Mission has started the implementation of a new type of scheme in the entire world.

Union Home Minister said that, if the best COVID management has happened
anywhere in the world, it has happened in India. Every Indian should be proud of this
and the whole world praises our efforts immensely. He said that as soon as Corona
arrived, we started making the vaccine. He said that during the previous regime, it
used to take two generations to administer vaccines but under Modi Government India
not only got the vaccine made but also ensured that it reached every citizen of the
country. Shri Shah said that there is no parallel to such a precise use of technology for
public welfare anywhere in the world. Due to the use of technology, the certificate was
made available on the mobile as soon as the vaccine was administered and a reminder
message would also come up with the time for the second vaccine.

Shri Amit Shah said that through video conference in the state's civil hospitals and
AIIMS, doctors treating minor diseases in small villages were guided about
telemedicine, which saved the lives of lakhs of people. He said that the Prime Minister
talked to the Chief Ministers of the states 40 times during COVID-19 and inquired
about the situation. Not only the Prime Minister, the entire cabinet was involved in this
work.

Union Home Minister said that due to our leadership we were able to fight the best
battle against Corona in the whole world. Governments were fighting against Corona
all over the world, but here the Central Government, State Government and 130 crore
people were fighting together. He said that there is not a single example in independent
India when an appeal by a leader has had the seriousness of a government order and
the whole country followed the appeal of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for
Janta curfew with full seriousness. No leader's appeal had ever received such a great
respect.



Shri Amit Shah said that the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund (PMNRF) was
created during the previous regime. He said fund from PMNRF used to be given to
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. Shri Shah said that during Modi ji’s regime PM Cares fund
was created. We spent its funds for tackling the corona epidemic, disaster relief,
oxygen plants, ventilators, assistance to the poor and vaccination. Shri Shah said that
under PM Cares, along with relief work, we have also provided many types of
innovative assistance. There is no political interference in this.

Union Home Minister said that for Karnataka, an estimate of Rs 5,909 crore was given
by a high-level committee, out of which Rs 5,800 crore was transferred. For Kerala, an
estimate of Rs 3,743 crore was made, out of which Rs 2438 crore was given. For
Tamil Nadu, Rs 4600 crore was given out of Rs 4817 crore. West Bengal was given Rs
5000 crore out of Rs 6837 crore. Himachal Pradesh was given Rs 1766 crore out of Rs
2339 crore. The committee has given more or less the same amount to Telangana as
well.

Shri Amit Shah said that Rs 111 crore was approved for Jharkhand, Rs 121 crore for
Kerala, Rs 460 crore for  Maharashtra, Rs 256 crore for  Bihar and Rs 254 crore
for Gujarat for fire-fighting measures. He said that other states will be given funds for
fire-fighting measures next year. Shri Shah said that Rs 373.27 crore has been given to
Tamil Nadu between the years 2019 to 2024 and a lot of assistance has been provided.

Union Home Minister said that we declared the disaster in Wayanad, Kerala as a
disaster of severe nature. Rs 215 crore was immediately released from the National
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF). Rs 36 crore was sent for debris removal, which has
not been spent yet. Apart from this, assistance of Rs 153 crore was given on the basis
of the IMCT report. The state government has estimated the need for Rs 2219 crore for
normalizing the situation and reconstruction, out of which Rs 530 crore has been
given. Along with this, other measures have been suggested to get additional
assistance from a special window.

Shri Amit Shah said that for the Central Government, citizens of all states including
Kerala, Ladakh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh are equal and we do not discriminate against
anyone. He said that in the Disaster Management Bill, we have paid attention to
increasing human resources along with the provision of increasing technical capacity.
Along with the government's effort, provision has also been made for community
effort and along with disaster-resistant construction, care has also been taken for the
conservation of nature.

********



 

RK/VV/RR/PR/PS

(Release ID: 2115092) Visitor Counter : 1048

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi , Gujarati , Malayalam

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115200
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115089
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115107
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115182

